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Abstract 

Background 
For many patients, the decision to have elective surgery can be extremely difficult. A variety of things may influence 

their choice of hospital. To maximize service delivery and improve patient satisfaction, healthcare providers must have 

a thorough understanding of these aspects. This study aims to find and analyze the variables influencing hospital 

preference for patients receiving elective general surgery. 

Materials and Methods 
200 individuals who were scheduled for elective general surgery took part in this study. Demographics, hospital-related 

characteristics, factors related to surgeon, hospital accreditation, infrastructure and academia were all evaluated using a 

standardised questionnaire. 

Results 
The surgeon's competence (93%), attitude toward patients (90%), and cost-effectiveness (86%) were the most important 

variables influencing hospital choice. Additionally, significant were knowing the hospital well (73%) and prior repute 

of the hospital (76%). Patient choices were affected by the hospital's infrastructure (70%) and accreditation (56%).  

Conclusion 
The three most important factors influencing hospital choice for elective procedures are cost effectiveness, surgeon 

skill, and patient experience. Hospital amenities and reputation are also very important. By being aware of these 

elements, hospital managers can increase patient satisfaction and draw in new patients. 

Recommendation 
High clinical care standards, cost, and improving patient experience through better facilities and communication should 

be the key priorities of hospital management. It is also crucial to make an effort to establish and preserve a favourable 

reputation for the institution. 
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Introduction 
When it comes to treating disorders of the GI tract, the 

breast, oncological surgery, and trauma, general surgery 

practice plays a significant role [1,2]. A significant portion 

of a general surgeon's workload consists of elective 

surgery [3]. Elective surgery may be defined as allowing 

the patient to decide on the procedure's timing and 

location or as deciding whether to have a procedure that 

is neither urgent nor necessary [4]. In many parts of the 

world, patients are free to select the hospital where they 

would like to get elective surgery. Finding the variables 

that influence a patient's decision to have elective general 

surgery at a hospital can improve the quality of treatment 

that patients get [5,6]. Additionally, in a setting where 

hospitals compete with one another, hospital executives 

and healthcare regulators may have an advantage from 

acknowledging the significance of various elements and 

services for patients undergoing elective surgery [5,6]. 

The public's desire to receive treatment in the best medical 

environment is growing along with awareness of health-

related illnesses. [7] Several investigations have revealed 

that patients choose different hospitals based on a variety 

of criteria, including their socioeconomic level, waiting 

times, prior hospital experiences, hospital commercials, 

and notoriety. [7,8, 9]. A lot of studies conducted recently 

have shown that patient preferences for choosing a 

hospital are complex. One study found that waiting time, 

surgeon skill, and communication abilities were the most 
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important contributing factors in choosing a medical 

facility. Additionally, they discovered that patient-

experience-based information is less significant than 

hospital-based information and that patients may even 

favor patient-experience-based information over hospital-

experience-based information on care delivery. For this 

reason, it is beneficial to include patient experience-based 

information with the information that is already available 

[10]. Another study found that the most often selected 

elements were a suitable clinic setting and media 

promotion [11]. According to a different study, having 

highly qualified surgeons on staff and having access to 

cutting-edge medical technologies were important factors 

in choosing a hospital for elective procedures [12]. The 

cost of elective surgery, including possible indirect 

expenses, aftercare, and prior consultations, can have a 

big influence on patient choices. When choosing a 

hospital for elective treatments, patients reportedly gave 

careful thought to the perceived affordability of services 

and out-of-pocket costs [13]. Another study revealed that 

the caliber of contacts with healthcare practitioners is 

directly related to patient happiness. Patients' experiences 

and preferences are greatly influenced by the 

interpersonal abilities and dispositions of surgeons and 

other medical personnel. When selecting a hospital for 

elective surgery, patients gave priority to attention, 

sympathetic communication, and the general manner of 

their healthcare staff, according to a study [14].  

The goal of this study was to determine the variables that 

affect patients choosing a hospital for elective general 

surgery. 

Materials and Methods 
Study Design 
This study is a descriptive cross-sectional study. 

Study Setting 
The study took place at the Department of Surgery, Lord 

Buddha Koshi Medical College and Hospital, Bihar, 

India, from September 2023 to September 2024. The 

study included 200 participants. 

Inclusion Criteria 
 Patients who have an elective general surgery 

appointment. 

 Patients who are at least eighteen years old. 

Exclusion Criteria 
 Surgical emergencies. 

 Individuals with cognitive problems that make it 

difficult for them to fill out the questionnaire. 

Bias 
Consecutive sampling was employed to reduce selection 

bias. By distributing the questionnaire as soon as the 

elective surgery choice was made, recall bias was 

lessened. 

Variables 
It included factors that affected the choice of hospital, 

demographics, hospital-related factors, surgeon-related 

factors, academic prestige, hospital accreditation, and 

facilities. 

Data Collection 
The specifics of the study were explained to each 

participant. Determining the characteristics influencing 

hospital choice among patients receiving elective surgery 

at our institution was the main outcome of interest. 

Ethical considerations 
All subjects provided written informed permission, and 

the Ethics Committee approved the study protocol.  

Procedure 
We created a questionnaire based on the findings of 

multiple published research after reviewing the literature. 

Additionally, we sought advice from a panel of specialists 

who used personal judgments to verify the questionnaire's 

face validity and substance by making sure no important 

dimensions were overlooked. A questionnaire intended to 

gauge the relative significance of the elements the patients 

took into account while selecting a hospital for elective 

general surgery was filled out by the patients. On a Likert 

scale ranging from 1 (unimportant) to 5 (extremely 

important), they were asked to rank the significance of the 

surgeon, the hospital, hospital accreditation, facilities, and 

academia about their hospital preference. There were 33 

questions total, broken down into four sections of the 

survey. Demographics, including gender, age, marital 

status, education, household income, and place of 

residence were the main emphasis of the first section. The 

surgeon's popularity, abilities, status as a faculty member, 

gender, age, and attitude toward the patient were the main 

topics of the second section. The third section 

concentrated on hospital-related characteristics, including 

waiting times, affordability, prior hospital repute, and 

whether it was the only hospital they knew. Finally, the 

fourth section addressed aspects of hospital accreditation, 

amenities, and academia, including the hospital's research 

accomplishments, local recognition, accreditation, 

marketing, and amenities (air conditioning, parking, and 

decor). Before the full-scale investigation, a pilot survey 

of 20 elective patients was used to validate the 

questionnaire. These patients' feedback prompted changes 

to remove any unclear or ambiguous questions. 

Results 
A total of 200 patients who had elective general surgery 

were included in the study. Table 1 provides a summary 

of the participants' demographic attributes. 40% of 
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participants were between the ages of 31 and 50, and 30% 

were between the ages of 18 and 30. Of the participants, 

53.0% were men and 47.0% were women. The majority 

of participants were married (60%) and had a high level 

of education (42%). Sixty-seven percent of the 

participants lived in cities, and half of them made between 

20,000 and 50,000 Indian rupees each month (50 %). 

 

Table 1: Demographic Characteristics 
Characteristic Frequency (n) Percentage (%) 

Age Group    

18-30 years 60 30 

31-50 years 80 40 

51-70 years 46 23 

>70 years 14 7 

Gender   

Male 106 53 

Female 94 47 

Marital Status   

Single 62 31 

Married 120 60 

Divorced/Widowed 18 9 

Education Level   

No Formal Education 10 5 

Primary Education 40 20 

Secondary Education 66 33 

Higher Education 84 42 

Place of Residence   

Urban  134 67 

Rural 66 33 

Household Income   

Less than 20,000 INR/month 52 26 

Between 20,000 and 

50,000INR/month 

100 50 

More than 50,000INR/month 48 24 

 

The importance of each aspect impacting the participants' 

choice of hospital was ranked. Tables 2, 3, and 4 provide 

summaries of the results. Of the surgeon-related 

characteristics (Table 2), 93% of participants said that the 

surgeon's skills were very significant, followed by the 

surgeon's patient-centered approach (90%) and popularity 

(60%). The participants placed less weight on other 

variables, such as age, gender, and faculty membership. 
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Table 2: Significance of factors related to surgeons 

Factors related to surgeon More significant (n, %) Less Significant (n, %) 

Age 80(40%) 120(60%) 

Gender 66(33%) 134(67%) 

Skills 186(93%) 14(7%) 

Popularity 120(60%) 80(40%) 

Attitude towards patients 180(90%) 20(10) 

Faculty membership 106(53%) 94(47%) 

 

The results showed that the most important factors related to hospital were cost effectiveness (86%), prior repute of the 

hospital (76%), and knowing the hospital well (73%). Waiting period was also considered important by a significant 

majority (70%) (Table 3). 

Table 3: The significance of factors related to hospitals 

Factors related to hospitals More significant (n, %) Less Significant (n, %) 

Waiting period 140(70%) 60(30%) 

Knowing the hospital well 146(73%) 54(27%) 

Cost-effectiveness 172(86%) 28(14%) 

Prior repute of the hospital 152(76%) 48(24%) 

 

Hospital accreditation (56%) and infrastructure provided by the hospital (70%) were considered crucial by the majority 

of participants. The hospital’s research accomplishments and local popularity were less significant to most participants 

(Table 4). 

Table 4: Significance of Amenities, Academia and Hospital Accreditation. 

Factors More significant (n, %) Less Significant (n, %) 

Accreditation 112(56%) 88(44%) 

Infrastructure (air conditioning, 

parking, and décor) 

140(70%) 60(30%) 

Local popularity 86(43%) 114(57%) 

Research accomplishments of the 

hospital 

100(50%) 100(50%) 

Advertisements 54(27%) 146(73%) 

 

Discussion 
For many patients, choosing between options during 

elective surgery can be difficult. Patients throughout the 

world like to select the hospital in which they wish to get 

their elective surgery done. Health care services can be 

enhanced by identifying the factors that influence 

patient’s hospital choices for elective general surgery. A 

broad age distribution and a generally balanced gender 
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representation were among the 200 participants in the 

analysis. The bulk of participants lived in cities and were 

between the ages of 31 and 50, suggesting that elective 

procedures are more common among younger, city 

populations. The findings indicated that the surgeon's 

skills, friendliness towards patients, and pricing were the 

most important factors determining hospital choice. 86% 

of participants said cost-effectiveness was significant, 

underscoring the importance of economic factors in 

healthcare decisions, even in situations where hospital 

treatments are provided without charge. This implies that 

patient choices may still be influenced by extra expenses 

like prescription drugs, and postoperative care, or indirect 

expenses like lodging and transportation. 90% of 

participants valued the surgeon's approach towards 

patients, and 93% of people rated the surgeon's skills as 

vital, indicating that factors relating to the surgeon were 

highly prioritized. These results highlight how crucial 

healthcare personnel's perceived competence and 

interpersonal abilities are in influencing patient 

preferences. Another important element, albeit a smaller 

one, was the surgeon's popularity, suggesting that people 

can base their healthcare decisions on mouth-to-mouth 

referrals and reputation. Hospital-related characteristics 

were also significant, such as knowing the hospital well 

(73%) and prior hospital repute (76%). This illustrates 

how trust and satisfying past experiences play a part in a 

patient’s decision-making. For 70% of participants, the 

waiting period was a significant consideration, indicating 

the necessity of effective scheduling and hospital 

operations systems to satisfy patient expectations. 

Remarkably, a sizable percentage of participants (56% 

and 70%, respectively) also cited hospital accreditation 

and infrastructure like air conditioning, parking, and decor 

as important factors. This implies that in addition to the 

clinical features, patients also like the hospital's general 

atmosphere and facilities. However, the hospital's 

research accomplishments and marketing campaigns were 

less significant, suggesting that when patients are making 

decisions, pragmatic reasons take precedence over 

marketing initiatives and academic status. Overall, the 

study emphasizes how important patient experience, 

surgeon skill, and cost are when choosing a hospital for 

elective surgery. Hospital managers and legislators ought 

to concentrate on these crucial areas to improve patient 

satisfaction and draw in new patients. To satisfy patient 

expectations and enhance hospital selection results, it is 

imperative to maintain superior clinical care standards, 

ensure affordability, and enhance the hospital atmosphere. 

Selecting a hospital for elective general surgery requires 

several considerations, from the facility's amenities to the 

surgeon's experience. In one of the studies, 95% of 

respondents said that the surgeon's reputation for expertise 

was the main factor determining their choice of hospital 

for elective surgery. The experience and training of the 

surgeon were additional important considerations. On the 

other hand, advertisements and hospital certification had 

less of an impact [15]. An analysis of the frequency of 

preoperative anemia in patients undergoing elective 

surgery using a retrospective cohort study revealed a 

strong correlation between anemia and increased 

mortality and postoperative complications. This 

emphasizes that to enhance surgical results, anemia must 

be managed before surgery [16]. 

In order to reduce the risk of surgery, a systematic review 

investigated whether patients are willing to go farther. It 

was discovered that while older age and poorer 

educational attainment were linked to a preference for 

local hospitals, many patients are ready to travel farther 

for safer surgical outcomes [17]. Socioeconomic 

deprivation has been linked to poorer postoperative 

outcomes, such as increased mortality and non-home 

release rates, according to research. Hospital features like 

trauma center status or safety-net status did not 

significantly lessen this effect [18]. 

According to a cross-sectional study, patients' choice of 

hospital was greatly influenced by their cultural 

background, with the gender of the doctor playing a 

considerable role. Family and friend recommendations 

were less important when making decisions [19]. Many 

patients preferred general anesthesia to prevent sensory 

sensations during surgery, according to a study that 

looked at factors influencing anesthesia method 

preference. These choices were impacted by surgical kind 

and educational attainment [20]. 

Conclusion 
The study found that the most significant factors 

influencing hospital choice among patients undergoing 

elective general surgery were affordability, surgeon skill, 

and patient attitude. By concentrating on these important 

areas, hospital administrators and legislators can use these 

findings to increase patient happiness. 

Limitations 
This study's cross-sectional design and brief time frame 

resulted in a small sample size and raised the likelihood 

that the answers were not typical of all patients treated at 

our hospital. Furthermore, it should be emphasized that 

these considerations only applied to patients having 

elective general surgery and did not take into account the 

larger range of services our facility offers. Additionally, 

the results of this study are limited by the absence of a 

comparison group. 

Recommendation 
High clinical care standards, cost, and improving patient 

experience through better facilities and communication 

should be the key priorities of hospital management. It is 

also crucial to make an effort to establish and preserve a 

favourable reputation for the institution. 

Acknowledgment 



  
 Student’s Journal of Health Research Africa 

e-ISSN: 2709-9997, p-ISSN: 3006-1059 

Vol. 5 No. 12 (2024): December 2024 Issue 

https://doi.org/10.51168/sjhrafrica.v5i12.1488 

Original Article 

 
 

Page | 6 Page | 6 

We are grateful to the patients because the study would 

not have been possible without them. We appreciate the 

support team at our hospital who helped with the research 

group's patient care. 

Data Availability 
Data is available upon request. 

Author contributions 
RR contributed to the design of the research, collected and 

analyzed the data. He also wrote and edited the 

manuscript. 

Source of funding 
 No funding received. 

Conflict of interest 
The authors affirm that this study has no conflicts of 

interest. 

References 
1. Fleming CA, Khan Z, Andrews EJ, Fulton GJ, 

Redmond HP, Corrigan MA. "Is General 

Surgery Still Relevant to the Subspecialised 

Trainee?" A 10-Year Comparison of General 

Versus Specialty Surgical Practice. World 

journal of surgery. 2015 Feb 1;39(2):297-302. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00268-014-2890-7 

2. Webber EM, Ronson AR, Gorman LJ, Taber 

SA, Harris KA. The Future of General Surgery: 

Evolving to Meet a Changing Practice. Journal 

of surgical education. 2016 May 1;73(3):496-

503.https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsurg.2015.12.002 

3. Modi CS, Veillette CJH, Gandhi R, Perruccio 

AV, Rampersaud YR. Factors That Influence 

the Choice to Undergo Surgery for Shoulder and 

Elbow Conditions. Clinical Orthopaedics and 

Related Research. 2014;472(3):883-891. 

DOI:10.1007/s11999-013-3357-0. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11999-013-3357-0 

4. Elective surgery. (n.d.) McGraw-Hill Concise 

Dictionary of Modern Medicine. (2002). 

Retrieved July 25, 2017, from 

http://medicaldictionary.thefreedictionary.com/

elective+surgery 

5. Al-Doghaither AH, Abdelrahman BM, Saeed 

AW, Magzoub ME. Factors influencing patient 

choice of hospitals in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The 

Journal of the Royal Society for the Promotion 

of Health. 2003 Jun;123(2):105-9. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/146642400312300215 

6. Chetwynd SJ. Satisfaction and dissatisfaction 

with public and private hospitals. N Z Med J 

1988;101:563-6 

7. Mosadeghrad AM. Factors influencing 

healthcare service quality. International Journal 

of Health Policy and Management. 

2014;3(2):77-89. DOI:10.15171/ijhpm.2014.65. 

https://doi.org/10.15171/ijhpm.2014.65 

8. Pushkar Dubey, Dr Sudhir Kumar Sharma. 

Factors Affecting choice of hospital services in 

Bilaspur City. International Monthly Refereed 

Journal of Research In Management & 

Technology. ISSN - 2320-0073. 

9. Marang-van de Mheen PJ, Dijs-Elsinga J, Otten 

W, et al. The importance of experienced adverse 

outcomes on patients' future choice of a hospital 

for surgery QualSaf Health Care 2010;19:e16. 

https://doi.org/10.1136/qshc.2008.031690 

10. Groot, I. B. de, Otten, W., Dijs-Elsinga, J., 

Smeets, H. J., Kievit, J., Mheen, P. J. M. de, & 

Group, for the C.-2 S. (2012). Choosing between 

Hospitals: The Influence of the Experiences of 

Other Patients. Medical Decision Making, 

32(6), 764-778. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0272989X12443416 

11. Bahadori, M, Teymourzadeh E, Ravangard R, 

Nasiri A, Raadabadi M, Khalil 

Alimohammadzadeh K. Factors contributing 

towards patient's choice of a hospital clinic from 

the patients' and managers' perspective. Electron 

Physician 8(5): 2378-2387. 

https://doi.org/10.19082/2378 

12. Aydin MA, Gokcen HB. Factors considered by 

patients in provider selection for elective 

specialty surgery: a questionnaire-based survey. 

International Journal of Surgery. 2019 Sep 

1;69:43-8 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijsu.2019.07.007 

13. Alokozai A, Crijns TJ, Janssen SJ, Van Der 

Gronde B, Ring D, Sox-Harris A, Kamal RN. 

Cost in hand surgery: the patient perspective. 

The Journal of Hand Surgery. 2019 Nov 

1;44(11):992-e1. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhsa.2019.01.009 

14. Shinkunas LA, Klipowicz CJ, Carlisle EM. 

Shared decision making in surgery: a scoping 

review of patient and surgeon preferences. BMC 

medical informatics and decision making. 2020 

Dec;20:1-4. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12911-

020-01211-0 

15. Altaf A, Mortada H, Shawosh M, Nassif M, 

Alattas A, Abumohssin A, et al. Factors 

affecting hospital choice for patients undergoing 

elective general surgery: A cross-sectional 

study. Int J Surg Med. 2019 

https://doi.org/10.5455/ijsm.patient-elective-

general-surgery 

16. Braunschmid T, Graf A, Eigenbauer E, Schak G, 

Sahora K, Baron DM. Prevalence and long-term 

implications of preoperative anemia in patients 

undergoing elective general surgery - a 

retrospective cohort study at a university 



  
 Student’s Journal of Health Research Africa 

e-ISSN: 2709-9997, p-ISSN: 3006-1059 

Vol. 5 No. 12 (2024): December 2024 Issue 

https://doi.org/10.51168/sjhrafrica.v5i12.1488 

Original Article 

 
 

Page | 7 Page | 7 

hospital. Int J Surg. 2023. 

https://doi.org/10.1097/JS9.0000000000000866 

17. Bühn S, Holstiege J, Pieper D. Are patients 

willing to accept longer travel times to decrease 

their risk associated with surgical procedures? A 

systematic review. BMC Public Health. 

2020;20:8333-5. 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-020-8333-5 

18. Cain BT, Horns J, Huang LC, McCrum M. 

Socioeconomic disadvantage is associated with 

greater mortality after high-risk emergency 

general surgery. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 

2022;92:691-700. 

https://doi.org/10.1097/TA.0000000000003517 

19. Alsalamah RA, Aljohani EA, Aljasser RI, 

Alsaud J, Alsherbi R, Albalawi IA, et al. Patient 

Perceptions and Preferences When Choosing a 

Surgeon: A CrossSectional Study, Qassim 

Region, Saudi Arabia. Cureus. 2023;15. 

https://doi.org/10.7759/cureus.39577 

20. Adiyeke E, Adıyeke L. Factors affecting general 

or regional anesthesia preference in patients 

with elective surgery. Med SciDiscov. 

2020;7:570-574. 

https://doi.org/10.36472/msd.v7i7.403 

PUBLISHER DETAILS 

 

 

 


